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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given m a telephone interview with 
Applicant's representative Jill Jacobson on 12/8/04. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 15. A method of treating SLE in an individual, comprising 

(a) assessing before initiation of treatment an apparent equilibrium dissociation 
constant (Kd') or a functional equivalent thereof for a polynucleotide in a conjugate and an 
antibody from the individual which specifically binds to double stranded DNA, said conjugate 
comprising (i) a non-immunogenic valency platform molecule and (ii) two or more 
polynucleotides which specifically bind to an antibody from the individual which specifically 
binds to double stranded DNA, said polynucleotides consisting essentially of the double stranded 
sequence 5'-GTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGT-3' (SEQ ID NO: 1), wherein the individual is 
selected to receive the treatment if the Kd' is less than about 0.8 mg IgG per ml; and 

(b) administering an effective amount of the conjugate to the selected individual 
in an amount sufficient to increase the Kd'. 

Claim 65. A The method according to of claim 1, wherein said afifmity is measured by 
surface plasmon resonance assay. 

Claim 66. A The method according to of claim 1, wherein the polynucleotides comprise 
the double stranded sequence 5'-GTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGT-3' (SEQ ID N0:1). 
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Claim 67. A The method according to of claim 1, wherein the polynucleotides consist 
essentially of the double stranded sequence 5'-GTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGT-3' (SEQ ID 
N0:1). 

Claim 68. A The method accordingto of claim 1, wherein the polynucleotides consist of 
the double stranded sequence 5'-GTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGT-3' (SEQ ID N0:1). 

Claim 69. A The method according to of claim 1, wherein the platform molecule is 



O 

-NHCO(CH2)5NHCOCH2S(CH2)60-p-0-PN 

° < 

CH2OCH2CH2O— 

( 

AHAB-TEG ^NHCO(CH2)5NHCOCH2S(CH2)60-P-0-PIM 



wherein PN is the polynucleotide. 

Claim 70. A The method according to of claim 69, wherein the polynucleotides comprise 
the double stranded sequence 5'-GTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGT-3' (SEQ ID N0:1). 

Claim 71 . A The method according to of claim 69, wherein the polynucleotides consist 
essentially of the double stranded sequence 5'-GTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGT-3' (SEQ ID 
N0:1). 

Claim 72. A The method according to of claim 69, wherein the polynucleotides consist 
of the double stranded sequence 5'-GTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGT-3' (SEQ ID N0:1). 

Claim 73 . A The method according to of claim 4, wherein the Kd' value is measured by 
surface plasraon resonance assay. 
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Claim 74. A The method according to of claim 4, wherein the conjugate comprises four 
polynucleotides consisting essentially of the double stranded sequence 5'- 
GTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGT-3' (SEQ ID N0:1). 

Claim 75. A The method according to of claim 4, wherein the conjugate comprises four 
polynucleotides consisting of the double stranded sequence 5'-GTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGT- 
3' (SEQ ID NO: 1). 

Claim 76. A The method according to of claim 12, wherein said antibody affinity is 
measured by surface plasmon resonance assay. 

Claim 77. A Ihe method according to of claim 12, wherein the polynucleotides comprise 
the double stranded sequence 5'-GTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGT-3' (SEQ ID N0:1). 

Claim 78. A The method according to of claim 1 2, wherein the polynucleotides consist 
essentially of the double stranded sequence 5'-GTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGT-3' (SEQ ID 
N0:1). 

Claim 79. A The method according to of claim 12, wherein the polynucleotides consist 
of the double stranded sequence 5'-GTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGT-3' (SEQ ID N0:1). 

Claim 80. A The method according to of claim 10, wherein the polynucleotides comprise 
the double stranded sequence 5'-GTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGT-3' (SEQ ID NO: 1). 

Claim 8 1 . A The method according to of claim 1 0, wherein the polynucleotides consist 
essentially of the double stranded sequence 5'-GTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGT-3' (SEQ ID 
N0:1). 

Claim 82. A The method according to of claim 10, wherein the polynucleotides consist 
of the double stranded sequence 5'-GTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGT-3' (SEQ ID N0:1). 

Claim 83. A The method according to of claim 15, wherein the Kd' value is measured by 
surface plasmon resonance assay. 
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Claim 85. A The method according to of claim 15, wherein the conjugate comprises four 
polynucleotides consisting essentially of the double stranded sequence 5'- 
GTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGT-3' (SEQ ID N0:1). 

Claim 86. A The method according to of claim 15, wherein the conjugate comprises four 
polynucleotides consisting of the double stranded sequence 5'- 
GTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGT-3' (SEQ ID N0:1). 

Claim 88 . A The method according to of claim 19, wherein the polynucleotides consist 
essentially of the double stranded sequence 5'- GTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGT-3' (SEQ ID 
N0:1). 

Claim 89. A The method according to of claim 19, wherein the polynucleotides consist 
of the double stranded sequence 5'- GTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGT-3' (SEQ ID N0:1). 

Claim 90. A The method accordingto of claim 33, wherem the Kd' value is measured by 
surface plasmon resonance assay. 

Claim 91 . A The method according to of claim 33, wherein the conjugate comprises four 
polynucleotides comprising the double stranded sequence 5'- GTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGT- 
3' (SEQ ID NO: 1). 

Claim 92. A The method according to of claim 39, wherein the polynucleotides consist 
of the double stranded sequence 5'- GTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGT-3' (SEQ IDN0:1). 

Claim 98 . A The method according to of claim 1, wherein said polynucleotides comprise 
single stranded sequences. 

Claim 99. A The method according to of claim 1, wherein said polynucleotides comprise 
double stranded sequences. 

Claim 100. A The method according to of cl aim 3, wherein said double stranded DNA 
comprises the sequence 5'- GTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGT-3' (SEQ ID N0:1). 
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Claim 101 . A The method according to of claim 3, wherein said double stranded DNA 
consists essentially of the sequence 5'- GTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGT-3 ' (SEQ ID N0:1). 

Claim 102. A The method according to of claim 3, wherein said double stranded DNA 
consists of the sequence 5'- GTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGT-3' (SEQ ID N0:1). 

Claim 103 . A The method according to of claim 12, wherein said polynucleotides 
comprise single stranded sequences. 

Claim 104. A The method according to of claim 12, wherein said polynucleotides 
comprise double stranded sequences. 

Claim 105. A The method according to of claim 14, wherein said double stranded DNA 
comprises the sequence 5'- GTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGT-3' (SEQ ID N0:1). 

Claim 106. A The method according to of claim 14, wherem said double stranded DNA 
consists essentially of the sequence 5'- GTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGT-3' (SEQ ID N0:1). 

Claim 107. A The method according to of claim 14, wherein said double stranded DNA 
consists of the sequence 5'- GTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTGT-3' (SEQ ID N0:1). 

Claim 108. A Jhe method according to of claim 33, wherein said polynucleotides 
comprise single stranded sequences. 

Claim 1 09. A The method according to of claim 33, wherein said polynucleotides 
comprise double stranded sequences. 

Claim 110. A The method according to of claim 100, wherein the apparent equilibrium 
dissociation constant (Kd') for the double stranded DNA with respect to the antibody from the 
individual before or upon initiation of treatment is less than about 0.8 mg IgG per ml, wherein 
said Kd' value or a functional equivalent thereof is used as a basis for selecting the individual to 
receive the treatment. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Celine X Qian Ph.D. whose telephone number is 571-272-0777. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Remy Yucel Ph.D. can be reached on 571-272-0781. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published appUcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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